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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Reverend Dr. Benjamin K. Watts,
Shiloh Baptist Church, New London,
Connecticut, offered the following
prayer:

Our God who has been our heritage in
ages past, our help in this present
darkness, our hope in years to come,
our healer from the storm and blast
and our eternal home, we lay bare be-
fore Thee our lives, without disguise,
without sentimentality, without pre-
tension, but utterly as we are, we come
to Thee. Cast out our fears and our
anxieties and the uncertainties which
envelop us as we think about the
threats to our way of life.

Help us, O God, to manage the imper-
fections of our private lives that our
public lives may give witness to cour-
age and faith. Give us clear insight and
focus that will allow the fragmenta-
tions and divisiveness of this world to
be turned into wholeness. Help our
highest thoughts and intents to be-
come a positive reality and, at the very
least, let them be a guidepost to the
highest good.

Our Nation has been rocked by crum-
bling walls of disappointment and near
despair. We thank Thee that though
tempted to panic by disordered think-
ing, calmness, caring and compassion
has been the solution for the men and
women of this Nation. We are grateful
for the secret revealed in this present
crisis, that the souls that turned to
Thee are able to control their emotions
and perform acts of faith. Grant these
civil liberties inner quietness of spirit
that they may function in the midst of
these days. Grant them disciplined
courage that may meet the mounting
pressures of the new world we face to-
gether.

As we as a Nation turn to Thee, allow
our private thoughts and our private
hopes and our private desires to be illu-
minated and enlarged that they may
become one with Thy great will. We
pray for the brave men and women who

are preserving this great democracy on
distant battlefields. We are mindful
that their efforts allow us to enjoy life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
Spare us from national turmoil. In
these perilous days turn the clouds of
mourning into the radiant light of joy.
Frustrate those organized principal-
ities and powers of wickedness, enable
us to radiate righteousness until all
lawlessness shall cease. Grant this Con-
gress discernment to stand, deliverance
from all graft, devotion to ultimate
good, and diligence in grace. As they
stand in the gap leaning and depending
upon Thee, may their centering con-
sciousness and courage be a beacon-
light to all Americans that this Nation
shall prevail. Bless our President, his
Cabinet, Congress, and the Military to
continue to protect and preserve the
fruits of peace for our present genera-
tion and for generations to come.
Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MCNULTY) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MCNULTY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE REVEREND
BENJAMIN WATTS

(Mr. SIMMONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
address the House to introduce the
Reverend Benjamin K. Watts of the
Shiloh Baptist Church in New London,
Connecticut. Reverend Watts is known
in the community as a preacher, a
teacher, and a community leader. It is
a reputation that is well deserved and
is well documented.

He is vice-president-at-large of the
Connecticut Missionary Baptist State
Convention. He is on the board of direc-
tors of the Lawrence and Memorial
Hospital. He heads up the Shiloh Devel-
opment Corporation, the United Way,
and he is a member of the Hartford
Seminary. He is also a member of the
New London Rotary Club and a mem-
ber of the New London Chapter of the
NAACP.

Reverend Watts is a leader in using
faith-based initiatives to help his fel-
low man and his community. Working
through the Shiloh Development Cor-
poration, which was established in 1992,
he provides community assistance and
food, housing, education, and many
other social services.

On behalf of my colleagues, Mr.
Speaker, I thank the Reverend Watts
for leading us in prayer today, I wel-
come him to this House of Representa-
tives, and I appreciate very much his
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presence, his guidance and his blessing
on this House as we begin our critical
work today and into the future.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHIMKUS). The Chair announces there
will be 10 1-minutes on each side.

——————

SECURITY IS WHAT IS IMPORTANT
AT AIRPORTS

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, as cochair-
man of the Congressional Travel and
Tourism Caucus, I urge this House to
immediately pursue the airline secu-
rity measures that we see before us.

We can do a lot of promotion. We can
spend a lot of money. We can urge peo-
ple to travel. But if we do not make
our airlines safe, they will not fly.

I just left a meeting with the theme
team, with Secretary Norman Mineta,
former chairman of the Democratic
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure, he was then in the minor-
ity, who seems to share the same goals
that I have, that we have security at
the airports, not necessarily labeling
them as Federal employees.

In Palm Beach County, our airport,
currently we could use the sheriff’s de-
partment. The Palm Beach County
Sheriff’s Department could be hired
with Federal resources in order to se-
cure those going on planes.

The other side of the aisle seems to
insist that if they are not Federal,
Civil Service employees, then we will
not proceed with this bill. I think it is
more important to have security in the
cabin of the airplane and making cer-
tain it is accomplished with Federal
guidelines than simply calling them
Federal employees.

We have to do this and we must do it
now in order to encourage our citizens
to travel safely once again in the skies.

———

CONGRESS SHOULD FIRE CIA AND
SUPPORT HOMELAND FOR PAL-
ESTINIAN PEOPLE

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Reports persist
that there are still a growing number
of Arab people opposing their own gov-
ernments. Now, if this is true, the gov-
ernments of Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and
Pakistan could be toppled, thus desta-
bilizing the entire world. Yet nothing,
my colleagues, from the Central Intel-
ligence Agency.

This is ridiculous. We spend $40 bil-
lion a year and we get these reports
from Fox and CNN. Beam me up. I
think the Congress of the TUnited
States should fire the Central Intel-
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ligence Agency and put on contract
Fox and CNN.

I yield back the fact that Congress
should also support a homeland for the
Palestinian people before this fiasco es-
calates to World War III.

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
am pleased that Jacinto Acebal and his
many fellow workers at the Miami
General Mail Facility of the United
States Postal Service are celebrating
Hispanic Heritage Month.

This Friday, events will unfold cele-
brating Hispanic history and culture in
our country as well as the contribu-
tions of Hispanics in all areas, public
service, politics, entertainment, sports,
business, science and military service.

As we face attacks that threaten the
very core of our freedom and security,
it is particularly fitting to mention the
participation of Hispanics in the de-
fense of our country. An unprecedented
number of Americans of Hispanic herit-
age in active and reserve duty are serv-
ing in our military branches, helping
to ensure that our way of life remains
the standard to which many freedom-
loving nations aspire.

As the first Hispanic American
woman in Congress, I am proud to
know that Jacinto and those at the
Miami General Mail Facility are cele-
brating Hispanic Heritage Month, and I
ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating with them.

———

AIRLINE BAGGAGE SCREENERS
SHOULD BE FEDERAL OFFICERS

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, in addi-
tion to attempting to assure safeguards
for the taxpayer, who has to foot the
bill, one of my principal concerns in
questioning the airline bailout was the
need to at the same time address the
security of passengers on our airlines.
But even I could not imagine that we
would still be here 7 weeks after the
disaster of September 11 without this
House doing anything to address air-
line security.

The other body acted with unanimity
and in a bipartisan way and approved
an approach to address and secure our
airlines so that the people who are out
there checking our baggage are not
people who are paid less than the peo-
ple that clean the bathroom at the air-
port or who bus the tables at the air-
port, as occurs right now. The people
will be Federal law enforcement offi-
cers.

That is the kind of person we rely on
to screen the baggage that comes into
this building and into our own office
buildings. We should demand no less
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for the American traveling public. It is
time to move forward on airline secu-
rity.

————

TRIBUTE TO TOM TURK

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, since the
terrorist attacks of September 11,
thousands of Americans have volun-
teered to help New York and Wash-
ington recover from the devastating at-
tacks and damage that was done on
that date. Today, I am privileged and
honored to come to the floor to recog-
nize and commend Mr. Tom Turk of
Elko, Nevada, who has spent the last 3
weeks at ground zero in New York
City.

As a battalion chief for the Nevada
Division of Forestry, Mr. Turk had
never been east of the Mississippi until
he left on September 18 to assist FEMA
in the aftermath of those terrorist at-
tacks on the World Trade Center. Re-
cently, Mr. Turk mentioned what he
will remember most about his experi-
ence in New York, and I think we can
all relate to his words, which I would
like to share, and I quote, ‘It has
taught me not to take this life or the
importance of family for granted. It
has also taught me despite all this de-
struction and evil, that people, the
public, the emergency workers, the
residents of New York City and the
people across this country are good to
the core as a whole.”

As America continues to brave this
dark chapter of history, let us find
strength in Mr. Turk’s words; the good
will and spirit of America will always
survive.

——————

HOUSE SHOULD FOLLOW SENATE’S
LEAD ON AIRLINE SECURITY
LEGISLATION

(Mr. FORD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, I heard my
dear friend from Florida rise, and I had
not risen in some time but I wanted to
have the record corrected.

I was a part of a group of many Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle some few
weeks ago who believed the argument
put forward by many in the airline in-
dustry that if we did not pass an imme-
diate industry stabilization package, I
think totaling some $5 billion in cash
and $10 billion in loan guaranties, that
the industry would sink.

Here we are, some several weeks
after, 130,000 employees laid off, yet I
still believe we did the right thing.
Many of my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle have expressed trepidation
and concern about that vote, but here
we are several weeks later still having
done nothing to ensure the safety of
those flying.

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
FOLEY) is a friend, and a dear friend.
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